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Land Use Patterns



Land Use Patterns – Single Land Use



Land Use Patterns – Single Land Use
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Land Use Pattern – Mixed Land Uses



Land Use Pattern – Mixed Side-by-Side



Avalon on The Alameda
San Jose, CA

Land Use Pattern – Mixed Vertical 



Silicon Valley 2010
Photo Simulation by Urban Advantage / Steve Price

Land Use Pattern – Mixed Vertical & Horizontal



Land Use Patterns



Measuring Land Use – Density / Intensity

- Residential Land Use Density is Measured in 
Dwelling Units per Acres (DUA)

For example: A 10 acre property developed with 100        
dwelling units has a density of 10 DUA.

- Commercial Land Use Intensity is Measured in
Floor-to-Area Ratio (FAR). 

For example: A 10,000 square foot property developed 
with 5,000 square feet of commercial space has an

FAR of 0.5

(Fun Fact: 40 DUA = 1.0 FAR +/-) 



Medium Low Density Residential – 8 DUA
Typically 1-2 Stories

High Density Residential – 25+ DUA
Typically 3+ Stories



Floor Area Ratio / FAR = 1.0 +/-



Land Use Developability



Developability Issues

- Market Feasibility -- What land uses and densities 
are supported by local real estate demand and
land values?  

- Site Area -- Is the site large enough for the land 
use under consideration? e.g., a regional commercial 
center requires more land than an apartment building. 

- Site Location – Is the site in the right location for the use? 
e.g., commercial uses are more successful along high
traffic streets, single family residential are not. 

- Side-by-Side Relationships – If multiple land uses are 
being considered, are they complementary? i.e., are
there noise, visual, or access conflicts between them?



Land Use Developability




